
Hi Ann, 

Tuesday, 29 September 2009 

 

It was a pleasure to visit your premises a couple of weeks ago. Unfortunately we two did not meet.  

To better understand different options for your saddles I would like to order a saddle made-to-measure for my 

horse. I have yesterday sent you the templates by air mail. I will give you some pictures and specifications in this 

letter. 

My horse Vega has always been a challenge to fit a saddle. She is a thoroughbred type Budjonny with the following 

features: 

 High withers 

 Short back 

 Muscles hollow on the offside of the withers. I use with her present Albion SLK a Mattes pad with 2 felt 

inlays in the front, offside. 

 Very sensitive (spine and muscles), fine boned type of horse 

 Uncomfortable, high and large paces for the rider  

Today I ride her in an Albion SLK Platinum, 17’’, MW. The rear gussets are not optimal for her as they distribute the 

weight too far back. In this picture you can see the rear of this saddle (all pictures taken 3 days ago with the help of 

my friend Marika): 

 

 

 

The following pictures of Vega’s back have tapes in the position: A-tape on the back edge of her scapula, B-tape 2 

fingers behind A-tape and C-tape on her 18th rib (same references are made in the templates): 

 



 

 

NEARSIDE 

 

 

 

OFFSIDE 



 

BACK VIEW; see the hollowness on the right side. 

 

 

I fitted Vega with a Jaguar XKC Dressage (serial no. 10930), 17, 5’’, MW, long flap: 

 

Jaguar, NOT GIRTHED 

 

 



 

 

 

SHOULD POINT STRAP BEE THROUGH KNEE ROLL? 

 

 

JAGUAR, GIRTHED, nearside. Looks nice! 

NO PRESSURE BEHIND THE RIBS. 

 

 

 



 
GIRTHED OFFSIDE 

 

 

TO MY EYE THERE IS A LITTLE TOO MUCH MOVEMENT IN THE REAR PANEL.  

MAYBE A SLIGHTLY NARROWER SADDLE WOULD FIX THIS?  

I THINK VEGAS CORRECT WIDTH IS BETWEEN M AND MW. 

 

 



 
TOO MUCH MOVEMENT? 

 

 

SADDLE SEEMS TO FREE HER BACK EVEN UNDER THE RIDERS WEIGHT. 



 

 

 

 

POSITION AFTER 15 MINUTES OF RIDING 

 

 

 

 



 

 

KARIN’S LEG 

 

 

 



 

OFFSIDE 

 

 

 

 

NEARSIDE 

GOOD MARKS AFTER THE RIDING! 

 



 

VEGA SEEMS TO BE HAPPY IN THE JAGUAR. AS YOU CAN SEE SHE RISES IN THE FRONT WHEN COLLECTED.  

SHE ALMOST SEEMS TO BROADEN IN THE FRONT 

 

Please give me your suggestions for a slightly modified dressage saddle for Vega. I think the saddle was nice to sit in. 

I found it a bit hard for my seat bones. Maybe you could put in an extra layer in the seat? Other options I thought of: 

 Point strap trough knee roll, swing strap arrangement for the back straps 

 Do I need a longer flap? 

 Width between M and MW 

 Is there enough space on the sides of the withers? I do not presently have a Jaguar XF; one is though in the 

pipeline. Do you think I should wait and fit it before we proceed? Vega seems to broaden when collected. 

I am looking forward to your comments! 

 

     Kind regards, Karin 

 

 

 


